[Cryosurgery of primary and metastatic cancers of the liver].
Cryosurgery is a method of in situ destruction of tissue by a freezing process. Results of hepatic cryosurgery are now available for more than 2100 patients and allow to assess its place in the treatment of hepatic malignancies. Mechanisms of tissue destruction and indications of cryosurgery are detailed. With a peri-operative mortality rate of 1.5%, the safety of hepatic cryosurgery is now admitted. Cryosurgery has its own morbidity: increase of transaminases levels, platelets drop, myoglobinuria and rarely renal failure or cryoshock. In selected patients, hepatic cryosurgery is feasible with a laparoscopic or percutaneous approach. Long term results do not support cryosurgery as an alternative to liver resection. This technique enlarges possibilities of surgical treatment for patients with primary and metastatic liver cancers.